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OPNAV INSTRUCTION 3590.16c

From: Chief of Naval Operations

Subj : THE JAMES F. CHEZEK MEMCRIAL GUNNERY AWARD .

1. Purpose. To promulgate procedures for, and to reflect
current Under Secretary of the Navy (Assistant for Administration)
responsibility for financial administration of subject award.

2. Cancellation. OPNAVINST 3590.16B

3. Background. This annual gunnery award was established in
memory of Corporal James F. Chezek, United States Army, who was
killed on 26 October 1950 while storming Heartbreak Ridge in
north-central Korea. Corporal Chezek had previously been awarded
the Purple Heart on 22 August 1950. A close relative donated a
gift to the Navy and requested that the interest from this gift
be used to establish an annual award in memory of Corporal Chezek,
to be given to the highest scoring surface combatant gun crew and
their directing officer. The competition is to be open to all
surface combatants of the fleet and the prize money is to be
divided equally at the end of the gunnery year. The original gift
was invested by the Comptroller of the Navy and the interest,
amounting to about $400 per year, was available for awarding the
first prize at the end of fiscal year 1970.

4. Procedure. The following procedures are established for
competition for the James F. Cliezek Memorial Gunnery Award and for
distribution of the prize money

a. Eligibility for the award will be alternated between the
two surface combatant forces each year.

b. Commander, Naval Surface Forces Atlantic and Commander Naval
Surface Forces Pacific will establish competition for this award
within their respective type ccmmands.

c. Commander, Naval Surface Forces Pacific at the end of odd
fiscal years, and Commander, Naval Surface Forces Atlantic at the
end of even fiscal years, will forward the names of the individual
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members of the highest-scorin~l gun crew and their directing officer
to the Assistant for Administl”ation, Office of the Under Secretary (R
of the Navy, Washington, DC :!0350–1000, via the appropriate Fleet ~

Commander in Chief, with a copy of the correspondence to the Chief
of Naval Operations (OP-354). Prize money checks will be forwarded
to the ship commanding officel”. If awardees are no longer members

of the command, a single desired mailing address should be included
so that their prize money checks may be presented in a suitable
manner.

d. The Assistant for Administration, Office of the Under (R

Secretary of the Navy will determine the amount of interest which
is available to be divided equally among the individuals concerned.

AssistantC~efofNaval Opemths
(Surface Warfare)

Staff Offices) (NAVCOMPT, and
Distribution:
SNDL A2A (Department of the Navy

AAUSN only)
21A (Fleet Commanders in Chief) (less CINCUSNAVEUR)
24D (Surface Force Commanders)

copy to:
SNDL 24H (Fleet Training Commands)

28B (Cruiser-Destroyer Groups)
28D (Destroyer Squac~rons)
29A (Guided Missile Cruisers)
29AA (Guided Missile Frigates) (FFG)

29E (Destroyers) (DD) (963 Class)
29F (Guided Missile Destroyers) (DDG)
29L (Frigate) (FF) 11078/1097 Class)
C25A (OPNAV Support Activity Detachment)

(Ft. Ritchie only)
SECNAV/OPNAV
Directives Control Office
Washington Navy Yard
Building 200”
Washington, DC 20374–5074 (25 copies)

Chief of Naval Operations
Surface Strike/ASUW Warfare Branch
Washington~ DC 20350-2000 (5 copies)
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Stocked:
Naval Aviation Supply Office
Physical Distribution Division~ Code 103
5801 Tabor Avenue
Philadelphia~ PA 19120-5099 (100 copies)
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